Ride Leader Guidelines
Thank you for volunteering to lead a leisurely ride for Joy Riders Recreational Bike Club. Have fun. The following tips and procedures should help your ride run smoothly.

The Joy Riders Membership Application and Release of Liability form is legal protection for you and the Club. Before starting out, ask any non-members to sign the second page. Return any signed sheets directly to a Club official.  They do not become members by signing, only by completing the application if they choose.   

Know where you are going. Drive or ride your course at least once on your own shortly before the scheduled ride. 

Communicate your intentions to the group. If there is someone new, try to paint a picture in their head of the route. Use maps if you have them. Landmarks are also helpful, particularly for off-road rides. Ask if there are any questions before you depart.

If you know of particularly hazardous or confusing sections of your ride, announce them. If you have a ride map, mark the hazardous sections plainly. Use inserts to enlarge detail if your map scale is too large to eliminate confusion at risky turns and intersections.

Leisurely rides are sometimes difficult to lead because of the varied skill levels. If there are one or more riders lagging behind, they may panic if they lose sight of you. To prevent this:

Designate an assistant to ride in the back of the ride.

Slow the group down to the point where everyone can stay together.

Have pre-established points where the group will stop to wait for slower riders. Announce these before the ride begins.

Use a marked or mapped ride.

In any event, you must remember that "no one will be left behind on a leisurely ride." This means you must try to be aware of where everyone is. If this is impossible, your concern should be with the slowest, as they are often the most dependent.

Encourage spiritual thinking and conversation!  This may best be accomplished by working on pondering “GRIPS.”  Have copies of extra Scripture verses available if people did not bring their own.  It is important to not just memorize, instead, discuss what a verse means.  It may be most helpful to have people pair up to memorize and/or discuss the same verse(s) together.    
